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Abstract

During the late 19 century in the region of Xanthi in Greece, the tradition
of dealing with the monoculture of tobacco combined with livestock farming
contributed to the development of a rural family economy by the people of Pomaks.
This led to the formation of the mountains settlements and their residences. At
the same time, part of the region’'s complete identity was associated with its ethnic,
social and cultural characteristics, from the period of Ottoman domination to
modern times. However, the physiognomy of the eettnts today have been
gradually altered, with a significant number of residents abandoning them because
of historical, social, political and economic circumstances over the last 60 years. This
paper has a number of objectives. First, there is an atteimpétord and present
the physiognomy of the settlements and the characteristics of their architecture
during the period of great prosperity. Then the specific reasons and procedures
which have led to the current situation are highlighted and especially the
problematic practices of piecemeal approach, both by the State and by the
inhabitants themselves. This fragmentation has the effect of losing the identity of
the region as a single network of settlements, the alteration of their character and
their possilte degradation.
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Introduction
Tobacco production and trade has been the economic development base of Western Thrace
from the 19" to the middle of the 28 century. This process had a catalytic effect on the organization
of the region of Xanthi at a regional level, where the urban and rural areas functioned as a tobacco
producing network: Animportant part of this network waghe settlements that Pomaks &d in the
Rhodope Mountains.
The Pomaks in Greece, Muslim populations with a particular linguistentation, are
residents of the mountainous regions of Xanthi and Rhodtymated in the border zone with Bulgaria.
Their exact ethnic origin is a complied issue because of the many claims of the Gararea during
its long historylt has become a subject of redefinition and subject of controversy among the states of
the region, Greece, Bulgaria, Turketerestingly, for the longest period of Ottomatomination in
GKS NB3IA2Yy>S GKS hddz2yrya OFffSR GKS t2YF14a W' ANAOI
al KFflFQr GKS RAAGNAROG GKIFG gl a O2yaiAaiddziSR o6& t2YIl
century? After the passage to the Greekmithistration and the Treaty of Lausanne, they formed part
of the officiallyinstitutionalized Muslim minority in Thrace. Today, according to unofficial figures,
around 30,00685,000 inhabitants live in Greece, of which about 23,000 in the prefecture ofidéard
10,000 in the prefecture of Rhodoge.

! Sinamides)(2014),pp. 124
2 Troumpeta,S(2001),pp. 82
3 Melkidi, C (1991)pp. 16-17
4 LalenisK, Fragkopoulos, Kiosed, KipourosS(2012),pp. 121
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Fig. 1.Diagram of Pomak settlements in region of Xanthi. With orange and yellow color the
settlements, with red city of Xanthi, with blue rivers and springs.
Source: author

The settlements of Pomaka Greece are located in the northern mountainous and semi
mountainous part of the West Thrace regioThe mountain zone of thelrabitation extends from the
east (prefecture of Rhodope) to the west (prefecture of Xanthi) along the Rhodope Mountains,
com@aAy3 | ySGeg2N)] 2F aSaidtSySydaz (y2s6y Ay 3INBS]
Pomaks (Fig. 1). The settlements of Pomaks of Xanthi have been built on the edges of mountainous
areas and are always adjacent to natural streams of water, with dfreers and torrents) or indirect
ways (springs). Their primary occupation was livestock farming and agricultural production, with main
crops being corn, potatoes and later tobacco.

Tobacco production eventually occupied the largest part of the are&ghitants. As far as
their organization is concerned, Pomaks seem to have lived in closed, patriarchal commurtiitéss in
broad social environmenpopulationpure, with relative selsufficiency (Fig. 2). They relied solely on
family economy, where athmily members engaged in livestock farming and, above all, in agricultural
production. The social and economic processes are reflected in the space, and the mountain village
network is confirming this kind of organization. The villages of Pomaks ofiXagtbn have a more
coherent urban composition due to the greater intensity of agricultural production here. On the
contrary, the settlements of Rhodope region are characterized by sparse construction, with incomplete
and loose urban fabric, reminiscentmore pastoral settlements than an organized whole, while rarely
observed organized and clear urban planning.
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Fig. 2Members of family in Pomak settlement Medusa, 1950.

{ 2dzNDOSY ¢l az2a ¢STFNRYARSaQ NBO2NRa

The villages were placed relatively close tinge, but were far from the urban center of
Xanthi. Connection was difficult, not only because of the kilometric distance, but also of the soil
geomorphology and the presence of many rivers and torrents (Fig. 3). However, the creation of an
important netwak of bridges, which has been common since the Byzantine times in the region, ensured
communication with the city and the export of their important manufactured goods.

Physiognomy and characteristics of the settlements of Pomaks of Xanthi

The agglomerations, although largely corrupted, have some features that can give us a clear
picture of their original physiognomy. These elements compose the overall identity of the mountainous
residential area. Common elements can be traced to their imbship with the natural terrain, but also
with different kinds of natural water flow, which have influenced the development and the internal
network of the roads of the settlements, as well as the structure and shape of the houses. Still a
common features the core assembly with central functions in each village. The most important place
in this central unit holds the building of worship. Around the mosque, other buildings of public
character, such as the school or the comntyniffices where they existed as well as meeting rooms
(cafes) or very small retail outlets, were often concentrated. It is no coincidence that the public space
under Ottoman standards was limited to unstructured areas within this central core and the streets.

Fig. 3.Panoramic \wws of Pomak settlements (a. Oraion, b. Myce).
Source: author
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Fig. 4 Narrow roads in Pomak settlements urban tissue (a. Echinos, b. Medusa, c. Oraion).
Source: author

Local roads are narrow and the urban tissue is organized in a spontaneous amnchfneer.
The sideof these axes are essentiallynited on both sides by hightonewalls with a continuation
which is interrupted only by the entrance doors to their dwellings or courtyards (Fighd)houses
have small courtyardsapticularly in villages whereve find great building density.h& presence of a
LISOdzt AF NJ OKI N} OGSNR&aGAO 2y G(G(KS 3INRBdzyR Ff22N) 2F (KS
YSIYyAy3a LI aal3aS: Aa dI8nNEke anard® gtdodndis & ublidgadsag@at (i A 1 2 Q
the level of the street where, above and beyond, the enclosed spaces of the house are developed on
both sides (fig. 5). This prevented the discontinuity of the traffic network within the settlement.

Fig.59 EF YLIRS\E GRT AR 2Q5 Ay t2Yl ] &aSadtSySyida ol o Dt
Source: author

Important differences are found in the development of settlemeatsl their location on the
natural terrain their density, and the location of the core with the centi@hctions.

With regard tothe relationship of the natural terraiwith the mountainous settlementswe
distinguish locationghat developed alongside the banks of a riveither on one side, such aelivia,
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Ano ThermegGlaukeor on either sides, such &nynthe Myce, Medusa Satresor KoundourosThese
settlements have milder terrain without steep slopes on the grou@drrespondinglydue to their
siting inmore steeply sloping groundhere are locationghat developed paallel to the massif calls
linearly or amphitheatrically> Theyare placedrarely on flat ground either at a top elevatio{Alma,
Lower Thermesor in a low valley surrounded by mountain rang€gntauru}.

The settlements according to thaizND | y  dekelopniag systencan be distinguished in
linear, centrobaric or dispersed forfrAgglomerations with linear growth develeg on either side of
a central longitudinal axis, which usually forms the entrance and exit of the settlement (Fig. 6). Some
of these are Smynthe, Myce, Pachne, Hemonio, Melivia, Medusa, Ano Thermes and Middle Thermes,
Oreon,Kottyle, Satres. It should be noted how villages that devetbpn either side of a river always
show linear growth. On the contrary, the settlements with cebtmdc structure grow around a small
core with central functions and the urban tissue is radially structured (Fig. 7). These are Centaurus,
Glauke, Kato Thermes, Dimarion, Kyknos, Kottane. Finally, we observe the phenomenon of scattered
settlements, where gups of houses are organized in small "districts", which can be spaced up to 100
meters apart, and usually in one of them is the core of the central functions (Fig. 8). Such as Prosilio,
Chryso, Alma, Mantena. The scattered structure has its originseroltier satellite camps of the
breeders, who preferred to be close to their pens while controlling wider areas for grazing. This
phenomenon is now more pronounced in the Pomak villages of the Rhodejecfure.

Fig. 6.Diagrams of linear settlementsxamples a. Medusa, b. Smynthe).
Source: author

Fig. 7.Diagrams of centrobaric settlements (examples a. Upper Thermes, b. Dimarion).

Source: author

5Linearly development we find in settlements suctPashneKottang AkraiosDimarion Theotokos
and amphitheatrically in Oreon, Kottyle, Mantena.
8 Roukounis, Y-.GiannopoulouRoukouni, M. (1985)pp. 142.
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Fig. 8.Diagrams of scattered settlements (examples a. Alma, b. Mantaina).
Source: author

In terms ofdensity, the settlementsare dense or moderate builin their overwhelming
majority because of the limitations of the natural relief, where it does not allow uninterrupted
expansion, depending on the population of the settleméntsually the most populaivillages are
densely built and those are Myce, Echinos, Centaurus, Dimarion, Glauke, Pahne.

The nucleus with the central functionglepending on the seffufficiency and size of the
settlementdoes not always have the same extent and therefore some of the reported uses may be
absent. This section is located most of the time in the heart of the village, especially when we find
centrobaric settlements. Some of these are Smynthe, Myce, CentaGlaske, Pachne, Kotyle,
Dimarion, Medusa, Upper and Lower Thermes, Oreon, Kottane. But there are also occasions where it is
encountered in its perimeter, such as Aemonio, Middle Thermes, Kyknos, Melivia. Finally there are rare
cases where abandonedllages show no traces of corresponding functiomeot even a mosquélt is
no coincidence that in these settlementthe residents seem to be engaged solely with livestock
farming® Moreover, because of their extremely isolated positiothey were probably inabited
seasonally in the yeand were served by other nearby settlements.

Echinosis the most particular case of settlement, as it is the largest in extent and population.
Although its structure develops linearly in relation to a central elongated road, two separate districts
have been created on each sidél K S dzLJLIS NJ I ¥ Re@dh dfavBidhihad ¥ teKubibarbed
structure and two independent nuclei with central functions. Commercial uses also spread on the main
road and beyond the two cores. Because of this phenomenon, a third mosque was probably built, in a
centrobaric positiorof the settlement and near the main commercial part of the central axis.

Characteristics and analysis of vernacular architecture of Pomaks

The architecture in the pomak houses of Xanthi has many elements in common with the
corresponding mountain residenseas it is shaped throughout the Balkan Peninsula until the Pontus
region, in the years of Ottoman domination. The basic type of the mountain residence is the two
ali2NBe&SR 0 dz (“RitheFrownd flbdt and ke figst-fldok (Rig. ).

Probably the most important element that has formed the functional organization of the
pomak dwelling, as in most cases of rural or mountainous settlements in Baikatie siting of
agricultural or livestock production within the building. However, aieseof social, cultural and
economic parameters led to minor changes and different variations, which contributed to the shaping
of the architectural physiognomy of the mountainous Pomak settlements.

7 Lalenis K, Fragkopoulos, Kiosed, KipourosS(2012),pp. 124

8 Such settlements are Akraios and Koundouros.

9 As it is mentioned in Troumpet&(2001),pp. 94, in remote settlements, Pomaks dealauy with
fAGSait201 FINNAYD dzyiiAif GKS mopcnQaod

oy | & JinioktdMan and greek vernacular architecture, is called a sgrah extension of the

interior, like an oriel, with a south or southeast orientation and it is a space essential to the dwelling
life, as well as a source of sun and ventilation.

Kizis, Y (1990pp. 21-22
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Fig. 9.Typical pomak houses (examples a. Melivoidlédusa).
Source: author

Fig. 10DNR dzy R | YR dzLJLIJSNJ Ff 22N LIX Iy 2F (GKS LIR2YlI] K2dzaS¢
WKEF&FGAQXxdaIISKI X B OKEf WKl &FGAQZ nd FlFYAf& NRB?2
Source: author

The basic unit is rectangular, tvgtorey and each level is organized according to the local bi
zonal composition of the traditional residence. Both the ground floor and first floor are divided into the
AYAARS YR 2dziaARS 2F (GKS K2dzAaS FyR Ozgnitopeni 2F GKS
spaces), respectively (Fig. 10). In the pomak dwelling, the ground spaces operated for collateral
functions and part of the cottage industry, while the upper floor housed family accatation and
even some elaborateperations!? Entrance to the buse was usually accomplished through the walled
courtyard, and in rare cases from the street level. The floor of the ground level was in contact with the
soil or was paved with stone slabs. The semtdoor space functioned as an entrance from the
enclosel rooms of the ground floor, but also for the upper level. The communication of the two storeys
and the entrance to the upper level was attained by a staircase of wooden construction, from the
WKI&lIGAQ 2y (GKS 3aANRdzy R T eldaraibnpedudsiandwmotechthelfayhily2 NR S NJ § 2
from odors and climatic conditions, the opening of the ladder was closed by a hatch. The enclosed
ground spaces were used almost exclusively for housing animals and storing agricultural tools, animal
feeds or fetilizers, but also for the storage or elaboration of tobacco leaves.

2 Tentokali, V (1989pp. 3840.
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