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Title of paper: Ottoman Influence on Architecture: Evolution of Spatial and Decorative 
Elements in the 19th Century Traditional Macedonian Architecture 

 

General 
This paper examines an issue related to vernacular practices and their relevance in the modern world. The paper is 
reasonably well written.  However, it has some issues that need to be resolved,  
 

Language: Language is reasonably good. Few issues in the use of tenses exist. Please use present tense when discussing 
previous research as a review of literature. Separate the paragraphs when a new idea is talked bout. For example, the 
abstract must be constituted of three separate paragraphs. 
 
Formatting: Please use the ISVS e-journal template. There should be spaces between paragraphs and the sub titles. Final 
list of references is not formatted well. It is not indented. Figure must be Fig. 1: 
 

Abstract 
Abstract is reasonably written well. However, do not start by saying what the paper examines. Present the issue first and 
then say what is investigated. Please write about the research methods and the conclusions in the second and third 
chapters. Please confine the abstract to one page including the keywords. The affiliation section is also too spread out. Do 
not italicize the keywords. 
 

Paper 
1. The introduction: Introduction is written well. The issue is clear. Conclude the introduction with one statement about one 
aim followed by objectives listed starting with ‘To’. Please note that aims are noble, unmeasurable, long term, almost 
impossible to fully achieve expectations while objectives are practice, measurable, short term, achievable intentions. This is 
well done. 

2. Structure of the Paper is fine.  

3. Theoretical Framework is done well 

4. Review of Literature: Please discuss the major research that have examined these ideas previously, to show the 
status of current knowledge and where the gaps of that knowledge is. Write in the present tense. Sum up at the end. This 
is done well. Back ground material is a meaningful addition. Make sure that it does not look like part of the literature 
review. End the review with a comment on where the gaps of knowledge exist. 

5. Research Methodology: Methodology is explained well. Make this a list first and then explain each one separately. Left 
justify the list. 

6. Findings: Findings are well presented. However, lists must be eft justified: bulleted. Cite the sources when presenting 
data. Say ‘according to the observations or according to so and so’ etc.’ Findings must clearly list the spatial and 
decorative elements separately first and then explain what they are.  

Findings must also map the evolution. However, it must not reproduce the research methods as sources.  

Provide a summary of these findings, at the end. 

8. Discussion: Please discuss the findings of this research with other research that have examined the same issue if any. 

9. Conclusions: Well done. Left justify the list. 

Please discuss the strengths and weaknesses after the conclusions.  
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10. References: references need to be reformatted as per the journal template. Must be indented. Page numbers are 
often missing. Use pp. always. Places of publications are missing for books. Pay attention to details and be consistent. 
 

Final Decision: Accept after the Revisions 
 

Summary of the overall observations of the paper:  
 

This is a very valuable paper that makes a significant contribution to knowledge about the Ottoman 
Influence on Architecture. It examines the evolution of spatial and decorative elements in the 19th Century 
traditional Macedonian Architecture. However, it needs some revisions to bring the argument to be cohesive 
supported by a better organized findings. Refine the theoretical framework and the review of literature (see the 
website). Research methodology needs refinement too. Findings need to present the practice the two aspects 
clearly: the Ottoman influence and evolution. It should show what external or internal factors facilitated or 
undermined them. The conclusion with specific conclusions is well done. Left justify the list. At the end, discuss 
the strengths, weaknesses and limitations of this research. Re-format the references as per the ISVS e-journal 
template.  


