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Title of paper: Conserving Continuously Evolving Cultural Landscapes :The 
Vernacular Settlement of Village Nirmand, Himachal Pradesh, India 
Foram N. Bhatt 

 
This paper examines an interesting issue relevant to the vernacular settlements.  However, it has some issues that need 
to be resolved. 
 

General 
This paper has some language issues as well as formatting issues.  
 
Language: There are basic language issues. For example, ‘Nature must be written always with a capital N. Language 
however is generally good. Long paragraphs are not acceptable. For example, shockingly, the second paragraph of the 
abstract is just one sentence. Write short and meaningful sentences. Single sentences running into 3-4-5 lines is also not 
acceptable. Start a new paragraph when the idea being discussed changes. Pay attention to grammar and spelling.  
 
Formatting: Line space must be single throughout the paper. Sub titles must have all first letters capital except the words 
such as ‘the’. They must be 12 points. There should be space between the sub title and the paragraph before. There should 
be no space between the sub title and the paragraph below. Numbered text must be left justified. Use Fig. X:  and Table X: 
Source must be in the second line below the title. All the paragraphs must be indented from the left in the first sentence. 
Lists of text must be left justified. Please use the template and pay attention to details. 
 

Abstract 
An abstract must say what the issue is, how it was investigated and what the conclusions are. This abstract does not do it 
well, although all the information is presented.IT is excessively long running into 1 and ½ pages. It should be confined to 
only one page. Following modifications must be done: separate the abstract into three paragraphs: introduction to the 
issue, research methods and conclusions. At the end of the introduction to the issue, say what exactly is investigated: Not 
focus, not aims, not objectives, not delves into.  First, say what the issue is and then what it investigates. Next paragraph 
should be on research methods and must briefly say how data was gathered: techniques. Start by saying ‘This research 
employs….  as a method’. Final paragraph must say what the conclusions are. Start by saying ‘It concludes’. Be brief and 
avoid descriptive colourful words, adjectives and phrases. Present facts direct. It is an ‘abstract’, and does not require 
excessive details. 
 

Paper 
 
The paper should not start with research methods. This should be moved down to be after 
the literature review.  
 

1.The introduction must explain the issue, its background and say what the aims and objectives are. Here, the issue is 
clear. It is understood that Vernacular settlements have always originated and flourished in the coherence with the given 
conditions of nature. The village Nirmand in India is one such settlement. However, it doe not say that the transformations 
are happening as much as said in the abstract. Please move those ideas from the abstract to be here. Then say what is 
investigated. Moreover, there are no clear aims and objectives.  Please provide them. End the introduction with the aims 
and objectives. End the introduction with the list of objectives and no more. Please note that aims are long term, 
unmeasurable, noble intentions while objectives are short term, measurable immediately achievable tasks. Stydying, or 
explaining cannot be an objective. Exploring is an aim and not an objective or a purpose. Start all objectives with ‘To’ and 
list them.  
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2. After the introduction, three aspects must be presented with the following sub headings. Theoretical framework, Review 
of literature and Research methodology, in that order. This paper does not have a ‘theoretical framework’ or a ‘review of 
literature’. 

3. Theoretical framework: This must discuss the ideas of ‘transformations of vernacular: forces and forms: manifestations’ 

this paper employs to investigate this issue theoretically. This should be done by referring to theoreticians and should not 
be written by the authors. Use theoreticians statements and voices. What is written under ‘Defining Cultural Landscapes’ 
may be used in establishing the theoretical base. However, this should not refer to the village Nirmand. 

4. Review of literature: Any research paper must present a critical review of previous significant research dealing with the 
issue: in this case, ‘Transformations of vernacular settlements.’ There are a lot of such research and most major ones 
must be discussed, particularly those that have dealt with them in India if any. 12-15 references are needed. Please 
download the guidelines from the website and follow suit. Just listing or mentioning them is not enough.  No tables please. 
They cannot be separate article reviews too. It should be a 'critical review'. Use the authors voice, by using statements 
such as ‘according to Rappoport (1969) or as Oliver (1989) says.’  

Currently, there is nothing about literature. On Transformations, see Dayaratne. 

Previous research related to this issue should be compared and contrasted to establish the status of current Knowledge 
and where the gaps of that knowledge exist. The review must be written in the present tense and not in the past tense. 
Don’t refer to studies, or mention names of books and articles. Download the guidelines and follow suit.  

5. Afterwards, explain the research methodology adopted. Currently, there is one paragraph at the beginning. It has listed 
some activities: field visits comprising of documentation of architectural components, mapping, community interaction, 
stakeholders’ consultation and visual documentation. This is very vague. 

The description is poor. Say who did what when and where to collect data. List each technique. This paper uses case 
study method and that should be said first.  

All the data gathering should be detailed in such a way that another researcher can repeat the tasks and see if he will get 
the same findings. This is the test of science. It cannot be vague. What is found depends on methods. If methods are 
wrong, then the findings are useless. 

6. Case study: introduce the case study here. All the material in the paper after the ‘Location, Setting & Geographical 
Context’ must be here.  

7. Everything written after the case study must be findings. Research must have data. Provide data before explaining 
them. Produce all the data from the case studies. What is written under ‘ Cultural Attributes’ must come under findings. 

Findings and analysis must be presented systematically.. 

Sub titles are meaningful and changes have been well presented, although sources of data are not acknowledged. 
Research methods mentioned, “field visits comprising of documentation of architectural components, mapping, community 
interaction, stakeholders’ consultation and visual documentation.” They must be cited to substantiate the changes 
reported. Not a single interview or a discussion with the community has been cited.  

The final list of issues and threats is very good. 

8. Conclusions: There are no conclusions. Instead, it goes to recommendations which is not acceptable. Conclusions must 
be produced and they need to be specific and detailed. The paper claimed that it is investigating the “Transformations of 
the Vernacular Settlement of Village Nirmand” so that it can be preserved. First, conclude what these changes and 
transformations are. Afterwards, make the recommendations, which are most likely personal openions. 

Revisit the objectives, and explain how they were achieved. At the end, evaluate the research and show its strengths and 
weaknesses 

9. Please check all the references for compliance with the ISVS e-journal, and completeness. Make sure that all the 
references listed here are cited in the text and vice versa.  Books must have the place: publisher and not the other way 
around. 

• When there are more than one authors, use & before the last. No comma after the last initial before &.  
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• Printed pages is pp. and not one p. please consistent. 

• References such as ‘ Rapoport, A. (1992) Traditional Dwellings and Settlements Review (pp. 33-47), International 
Association for the Study of Traditional Environments Vol. 3, No. 2’ are wrong pp. must be at the end. 

• Follow the template. 
 

Final Decision: Reconsider after major revisions  

 

Summary of the overall observations of the paper: This paper examines an interesting issue of the 

Transformations of the Vernacular Settlement of Village Nirmand, Himachal Pradesh, India with the intention to 
intervene in its preservation. Abstract needs to be refined. Introduction must end with aims and objectives. There is no 
proper theoretical framework (mixed up). There is no literature review. Research methodology which is in the wrong 
place must present details: Case study, implementation of data collection and selection of respondents. They need to 
be systematically presented. Findings need to produce sources as  evidence. Conclusion needs to be produced to list 
the specific changes happening in the village before any recommendations are done. References need to be re-
visited and corrected.  

 


