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Title of paper: Reinventing the Visuals of Surakarta Style Wayang Purwa: Creation of the 
Superhero & Anime Characters Wayang  
 
Taufiq Akbar, Sunarmi, Sarwanto, Sunardi 

  
This paper examines an interesting and relevant issue to the vernacular settlements. However, it has some issues that 
need to be resolved,  
 

General 
The paper has some language issues as well as formatting issues.  
 

Language: Write short and meaningful sentences. Use the definite and indefinite articles properly. Use proper tenses 
appropriate to the subject matter. For example, when discussing previous research, do not use the past tense but the past 
participle. That is the reporting style. Alternatively, use the present tense because it is about current knowledge. Do not 
mention books or articles. Do not cite page numbers if there is no direct quote more than 20 words. If more than 20 words, it 
should be separate, indented from both sides and with the reference at the bottom right justified with the page number 
listed.  
 

Formatting: Some formatting issues exist. Remove repeated address for the authors. Final list of references must be left 
justified. 
 

Abstract 
An abstract must say what the issue is, how it was investigated and what the conclusions are. This abstract does it well. It 
is understood that Wayang is defined as a performing art that uses wayang puppets made of leather. Wayang has been 
succesfully adapted into the modern era. However, nowadays Wayang as an original Indonesian traditional art has been 
steadily losing its audience. This article explores the idea of reinventing the visual elements of Wayang Purwa in the 
superhero & anime characters Wayang creations. However, research methods are not presented well. An abstract must 
say what the issue is what is examined, how and finally the conclusions. Following modifications must be done: separate 
the abstract into three paragraphs: introduction to the issue, research methods and conclusions. At the end of the 
introduction to the issue, say what exactly is investigated: Not focus, not aims, not objectives, not delves into.  First, say 
what the issue is and then what it investigates. Next paragraph should be on research methods and must briefly say how 
data was gathered: techniques. Start by saying ‘This research employs….  as methods. Final paragraph must say what 
the conclusions are. Start by saying ‘It concludes’. Do not produce a list of all the conclusions with numbers in an abstract. 
Be brief and avoid descriptive colourful words, adjectives and phrases. Present facts direct. It is an ‘abstract’. Current 
abstract has all the material but is written poorly. An abstract should be succinct. 
 

Paper 
1.The introduction: This must explain the issue, its background and say what the aims and objectives are. Here, the 
issue is clear. It is understood that Wayang is defined as a performing art that uses wayang puppets made of leather. 
Wayang has been succesfully adapted into the modern era. However, nowadays Wayang as an original Indonesian 
traditional art has been steadily losing its audience.  The issue is not clear. Avoid saying things like ‘can be said to be’     
Moreover, the paper does not say what exactly is investigated and what its aims and objectives are. It says that it aims to 
‘study’ the superhero and anime characters Wayang creation to understand how. This is poor. A paper cannot just aim to 
study.  
Please provide proper aims and objectives. Say what is investigated first, then the aim in separate sentences and then list 
the objectives. End the introduction with the list of objectives and no more. 
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Please note that aims are long term, unmeasurable, noble intentions while objectives are short term, measurable 
immediately achievable tasks. Exploring is an aim and not an objective. ‘Understand’ and ‘examine’ cannot be objectives. 
Start all objectives with ‘To’ and list them.  

2. Structure of the Paper: After the introduction, three aspects must be presented with the following sub headings. 
Theoretical framework, Review of literature and Research methodology, in that order. This paper does not have a 
‘theoretical framework’, but the definition of Wayang exists in the literature review. This paper cannot be accepted without 
a proper theoretical framework.  

3. Theoretical Framework: This must discuss the ideas of ‘Visuals in Performing Arts’ theoretically. Define what this 

means and how they manifest. Wayang must also be presented here. This should be discussed by referring to the 
theoreticians and should not be written by the author expressing personal opinions. There is nothing currently in this paper 
and this is not acceptable.  

4. Review of Literature: Any research paper must present a critical review of previous significant research dealing with 
the broader issue: in this case, ‘use of visuals in performance arts’. Please review significant previous research that have 
examined this phenomenon; particularly those that have dealt with them in Indonesia as related to wayang. 12-15 
references are needed. Please download the guidelines from the website and follow suit. Just listing or mentioning them is 
not enough.  No tables please. They cannot be separate article reviews too. It should be a 'critical review'. Use the 
authors’ voices, by using statements such as ‘according to Rappoport (1969) or as Oliver (1989) says.’  

Currently, there is some discussion which is poorly written and should be properly composed. 

In essence, previous research related to this issue should be compared and contrasted to establish the status of current 
Knowledge and where the gaps of that knowledge exist. The review must be written in the present tense and not in the 
past tense. Don’t refer to studies or mention names of books and articles. Lists must not be in text but listed. Use the 
authors’ voices by saying things like, according to Rapoport (1969) etc. Do not mention page numbers unless there is a 
direct quote more than 20 words. Follow the guidelines in the website. The intention should be to demonstrate the status 
of current knowledge and where the gaps of that knowledge exist. 

5. Research Methodology: Afterwards, explain the research methodology adopted. Currently, there is a long description. 
It employs a qualitative method. First paragraph is meaningful. However, everything is written to present what was 
gathered as data rather than how.  

Research methodology must begin with the statement about being a qualitative case study and then list the ‘techniques.’ 
They should be fully explained as implemented.  

1) Literature study 
2) Observations 
3) Interviews 

Nothing is clear. Too much is written, but unclear. Please explain who did what when where and how in relation to each of 
these separately in detail. Who were interviewed? How were they chosen? What kind of interviews, when and how long? 
all details are needed. Fig. 5 must be under research methodology. There are two Fig 5?, both relate to research methods 
and not findings. 

None of these are explained systematically. What is written are very general statements and does not show intellectually 
rigorous research methods. 

7.  Introduce the case study or studies afterwards. Provide a map of the location where the performances were observed: 
general details. 

8. Findings: Findings are reasonably well-presented, although mixed up sometimes confusing because methods are 
presented there instead of the findings. Data from each technique must be presented. List the literature examined, in a 
table and say what information was gathered from each piece. Statements such as ‘Several literatures’ is not acceptable. 
Be specific. Don’t call images ‘pictures’; use the term Fig. 

Currently, there is inadequate reference to any sources. Where is the data from Field study survey or observation 
methods, and interviews, as claimed in the research methods. Findings have to drive towards the aim: Sum up the findings 
and list them at the end to show the ‘re-inventions’. Keep in mind what the aim and the objectives are (when articulated). 
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8. Discussion: This is not done. Discuss the findings in comparison with similar or different findings from others if any. 

9. Conclusions:  

Conclusions make some sense, but given the fact that this research had no proper aims (just to study), it should make 
solid conclusions about reinventions.  

Please revisit the aims and objectives (Once done) and show how they were achieved. Please also discuss the strengths 
and weaknesses of this research.  

9. Please check all the references for compliance with the ISVS e-journal template, and completeness. Make sure that all 
the references listed here are cited in the text and vice versa.   

More specifically, 
 

• If there are more than two authors use ‘&’ and do not have a comma after the last dot.  

• Some initials do not have the fullstop 

• Follow the standards: the template. 

Final Decision: Reconsider after Major Revisions 

 
Summary of the overall observations of the paper:  

This paper examines an interesting and a very relevant issue of Reinventing the Visuals of Surakarta 
Style Wayang Purwa: Creation of the Superhero & Anime Characters Wayang in Indonesia. However, the 
paper requires some improvements. Its abstract needs to be re-written. The introduction must be concise 
and introduce the issue and set out the aims and objectives. There is no proper theoretical framework 
although some theory is discussed in the ‘literature review’. There is no proper literature review. Research 
methodology which must present details of all the techniques. Its statements are vague; theoretical and 
says what data was gathered rather than how. They need to be systematically presented. Findings must 
show more evidence: currently, there is not much. Not a single interview has been cited. Why were they 
done?  

The paper presents an interesting idea of how reinventing the visuals of Surakarta Style Wayang Purwa 
and the creation of the Superhero & Anime Characters Wayang could rejuvenate the art. However, its 
conclusions need to offer any insights into the reinventions. There should be listed specific conclusions. The 
paper should be revised to respond to every comment of the review. 
 


