
[Type here] 
 

[Type here] 
 

 
 
 

ISVS e-journal  
Journal of the International Society for the Study of Vernacular Settlements 

2024 
 

 
Editor-in-Chief 

Prof. Ranjith Dayaratne, 

e-mail: editor@isvshome.com 

 

Page | 1 

  
 
 

Reviewer’s Report ISVSej_11.03.05_Ignacio 
Compiled from Two reviewers 

Please use this number to identify the revision. 
 

Title of paper: Planned Productions of Vernacularized Dwellings and Settings in India: A 
Settlement in Baroda Designed by Balkrishna Doshi. 
Ignacio Juan Ferruses, Sergio Artola Dols, Clara Cantó Gago 

 
This paper examines an interesting issue.  However, it has many issues, including a not-so-meaningful title. A new title 
has been proposed. 
 

General 
Formatting: There is excessive space between the sub titles and paragraphs. Direct quotations must be indented from both 
sides. They must have page numbers mentioned in a citation at the bottom right justified. There should be no brackets. Sub 
titles must be left justified.                
Language: References are done wrong. Mention only the last name in research. No initials. (James Steele, 1998) is wrong. 
Use only the last name. Pay attention to spelling and grammar. Don’t start sentences with ‘and’ and ‘also’. Write in passive 
voice objectively and in present tense.  Don’t use the word ‘so’ in academic writing. Use ‘thus’ instead. Final list of 
references must have commas after the last names and full stops after initials. Write short sentences meaningfully. 
Sentences such as “The companies were financially subsidized, in return the state ensured that the conditions of hygiene 
and comfort of the workers were complied with, otherwise the subsidy would not be obtained. Such industrial complexes 
were the result of J. Nehru's determination to close the distance between the third world countries and the developed 
nations as soon as possible” are wrong. It must be corrected into three sentences as “The companies were financially 
subsidized. In return, the state ensured that the conditions of hygiene and comfort of the workers were complied with. 
Otherwise, the subsidy would not be obtained. Such industrial complexes were the result of Nehru's determination to close 
the distance between the third world countries and the developed nations as soon as possible 

 
Abstract  
The abstract is reasonably well written. However, there are some issues. An abstract must say what the issue is, 
how it was investigated and what the conclusions are. This abstract does not do it well.  Following modifications must be 
done: separate the abstract into three paragraphs: introduction to the issue, research methods and conclusions. 
‘discusses’ is not an issue. Say what the issue is. ‘Discusses’ makes this an essay and not a research paper. At the end of 
the introduction to the issue, say what exactly is investigated: Not focus, not aims, not objectives. Say things direct, say 
what the issue is and then what it investigates. Next paragraph should be on research methods and must briefly say how 
data was gathered: techniques. Start by saying ‘This research employs….  as a method’. Final paragraph must say what 
the conclusions are. Start by saying ‘It concludes’. Be brief and avoid descriptive colourful words, adjectives and phrases. 
An abstract should be succinct. Present facts direct. It is an ‘abstract’. 
 

Paper 

1.The introduction must explain the issue, its background and say what the aims and objectives are. Here, the issue is 
reasonably clear. After India's independence in 1947, India launched industries which necessitated housing the workers. 
Doshi, produced some of the dwellings and urban spaces, employing an approach that was climate-sensitive and socially 
meaningful. However, the introduction does not communicate this well, although a lot has been written. End the 
introduction after the Fig. 1. with the aims and objectives. 

Moreover, there are no clear aims and objectives. Please provide them. End the introduction with aims and objectives.  

Please note that aims are long term, unmeasurable, noble intentions while objectives are short term, measurable 
immediately achievable tasks. Stydying cannot be an objective. Start all objectives with ‘To’ and list them. 

2. After the introduction, three aspects must be presented with the following sub headings. Theoretical framework, Review 
of literature and Research methodology. 



[Type here] 
 

[Type here] 
 

 
 
 

ISVS e-journal  
Journal of the International Society for the Study of Vernacular Settlements 

2024 
 

 
Editor-in-Chief 

Prof. Ranjith Dayaratne, 

e-mail: editor@isvshome.com 

 

Page | 2 

 

 

3. Theoretical framework: This must discuss the ideas of ‘urbanization, urban spaces and dwellings.’ This should be done 

by referring to theoreticians and should not be written by the author expressing personal opinions. None exist.  

4. Review of literature: Any research paper must present a critical review of previous significant research dealing with the 
issue: ‘Design of climate sensitive and socially meaningful urban spaces and dwellings.’  There are a lot of such research 
and most major ones must be discussed, particularly those that have dealt with this issue in India.  12-15 references are 
needed. Please download the guidelines from the website and follow suit. 

Just listing or mentioning them is not enough.  Please do not produce tables. They cannot be separate article reviews too. 
It should be a 'critical review'. Use the authors voice, by using statements such as ‘according to Rappoport (1969) or as 
Oliver (1989) says.’  
Currently, there is nothing. Without a review of literature, aims and objectives after an introduction to the issue and 
findings, this paper is an essay. This should not be treated as an essay. Research has to be serious, objective and 
scientific and must be constructed upon existing knowledge. It must have the essential components of a research paper. 
Previous research related to this issue should be compared and contrasted to establish the status of current Knowledge 
and where the gaps of that knowledge exist. The review must be written in the present tense and not in the past tense. 
Don’t refer to studies, or mention names of books and articles. 

5. Afterwards, explain the research methodology adopted. This research employs a case study method which is not even 
mentioned. Explain how the case study was selected: “the Residential Community for a Gujarat State Fertilizers 
Corporation in Baroda.” Explain all the techniques employed within this case study to generate data. Currently, there is 
none. Talk about analysis after data gathering is fully described. Data gathering techniques should be detailed in such a 
way that another researcher can repeat the tasks and see if he will get the same results. This is the test of science. It 
cannot be vague. What is found depends on methods. If methods are wrong, then the findings are useless. 

6. Case study: There is no introduction to the case study. Show the location. Produce a plan, offer a general description of 
the place as it is now. Produce statistics.  

7. Findings are poorly presented and has serious issues.  First, there is no sub title called ‘Findings’. Present the data: it 
seems that there are only two kinds of data. Quotations from Doshi and some images. No proper plans of the houses are 
presented, except the lay out. Present the ‘typology’.Write all the findings in the present tense and not in the past tense. 
Alternatively use past participle as the reporting style.  

8. Conclusions are very problematic. They need to be specific and stay focused with what was said at the beginning. The 
research not having any clear aims and objectives has affected these. It claims to examine the settlement in Baroda 
designed by Balkrishna Doshi. However, not a single conclusion is conclusively identified here. Instead, this ‘so called 
conclusion’ just explain what the paper did. List the roles characteristics of the houses and the settlement and show 
‘indianness’ present in them. Currently, it is just another collection of quotations and these must be removed. Those 
quotations are not conclusions of this research.  

Current writing is more like concluding remarks Do not say what this paper did as a conclusion. Do not express personal 
opinions as conclusions. There should be no quotations in the conclusions. List the specific conclusions revealed in this 
research first and then discuss. What is currently written is not a conclusion. At the end, evaluate the research and show 
its strengths and weaknesses. 

9. Please check all the references for compliance with the ISVS e-journal, and completeness. Make sure that all the 
references listed here are cited in the text and vice versa.  Some references do not have either volume numbers, page 
numbers or both. Some do not have publishes and places of publication. 

Final Decision: Reconsider after major revisions  
 

Summary of the overall observations of the paper: This paper examines an interesting issue of the 

Settlement in Baroda Designed by Balkrishna Doshi. There is no proper theoretical basis. There is no review of literature 
at all. There is no proper research methodology. Findings need to be revised to present facts objectively and demonstrate 
climate sensitivity and social meaningfulness: the approach Doshi took. Present the data analysis and evidence. Few 
images is not enough for research. Conclusion need to be specific to the settlement. List them 

 


