ISVS e-journal

Reviewer’s Report ISVSej_11.12.4_Soubheil

Author: Please use this number to identify he revision.

Title of paper: Problems and Potentials of Promoting Vernacular Heritage to Regain
Cultural Identity of Historic Cities: Insights from Bahrain.

Souheil EI Masri, Layla Karajica & Ranjith Dayaratne

Reviewer 1
This paper examines an interesting issue related to problems and potentials of promoting vernacular heritage to regain
cultural identity of historic cities. It focuses on Bahrain. However, it has some issues.

Abstract
An abstract must say what the issue is, how it was investigated and what the conclusions are. This abstract does it
reasonably well.

Paper

1.The introduction must explain the issue, its background and say what the aims and objectives are. Here, the issue is not
clear. Itis understood that the vernacular heritage and historic cities are under threat a from development. The title talks
about identity which the title does not refer to. What exactly is the issue?

There are also no clear aims and objectives. Please provide them. End the introduction with aims and objectives and
make the introduction short and clear. Please note that aims are long term, unmeasurable, noble intentions while
objectives are short term, measurable immediately achievable tasks.

2. After the introduction, three aspects must be presented with the following sub headings. Theoretical framework, Review
of literature and Research methodology.

3. Theoretical framework: This must discuss the ideas of ‘culture, ‘heritage’ and ‘identity’. This should be done by referring
to theoreticians and should not be written by the author expressing personal opinions. None exist.

4. Review of literature: Any research paper must present a critical review of previous significant research dealing with the
issue: in this case, the problems and potentials of promoting vernacular heritage to regain cultural identity of historic cities .
There are a lot of such research and most major ones must be discussed, particularly those that have dealt with them in
relation to Bahrain. 12-15 references are needed. Please download the guidelines from the website and follow suit. Just
listing or mentioning them is not enough. It should be a ‘critical review'. Use the authors voice, by using statements such
as ‘according to Rappoport (1969) or as Oliver (1989) says.’ Currently, there is some review of literature. However, don't
refer to studies, or mention names of books and articles. Previous research should be compared and contrasted to
establish the status of current Knowledge and where the gaps of that knowledge exist. Current review is inadequate and
does not do so. The review must be written in the present tense and not in the past tense.

5. Afterwards, explain the research methodology adopted. This must be detailed so that another researcher can follow the
same procedure to see if they will get the same result. Don't talk about researchers, but research.

6. Findings (don’t call these results - they come from lab experiments) are reasonably clear. However, there is no data.
Produce data from each of the research techniques mentioned in the research methodology: Please acknowledge sources
more fully. Making statements without sources makes no sense in research. Don't write like an essay. If information came
from informants, or documents, they should be cited, by saying ‘according to’, as often as necessary. Most worrying is that
although observations have been mentioned as a methodology, there is no data from any observation.

8. Conclusions are not properly done; The issue is the ideology of the dance and the meanings. This conclusion does not
say what they are. List the problems of promoting vernacular heritage to regain cultural identity of historic cities in Bahrain.
Some are mentioned in a paragraph. This should be listed with some elaborations. Some of the current writing is more like
concluding remarks. State policies were not explored in this research.
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Only the conclusion can’t make comments about them. It is also talking about digital means of recording These were not
investigated and cannot be in conclusions. Do not express personal opinions as conclusions. At the end, evaluate the
research and show its strengths and weaknesses.

9. Please check all the references for compliance with the ISVS e-journal, and completeness. Make sure that all the
references listed here are cited in the text and vice versa.

Remove the full stop after the bracket.

Make sure that the initials are separated by dots. Currently, they are glued.
Some years are not within brackets.

Volumes must be Vol. (V capital)

Replace all ‘and’ with ‘&’. Remove the comma from the initial before &

Most page numbers do not have pp in front of them. pp should be without gaps and in simple letters next to each
other.

Some references do not have either volume numbers, page numbers or both.

Reviewer 2

Aspect 112 |3 |4 |5

1. The paper investigates a significant issue V

2. The paper discusses current knowledge adequately

3. The paper has a clear analysis and argument

P P

4. The paper is scientifically sound V

5. The paper makes a significant contribution to knowledge \

1.

Lowest 3. Neutral 5. Highest

Specific Observations
Abstract

Introduction

1

2
3.
4.

Is the issue investigated clearly stated? reasonably

Is the background to this issue clearly explained? Clear

Are the aims and objectives of the research well stated? There are no clear aims and objectives.

Other observations and comments: The introduction must say what the issue is, what is examined and what
the aims and objectives are. This introduction does not do so. It goes on talking about many things which
should be elsewhere. End the introduction with aims and objectives.

Research background

1.

Does it have a good review of previous and relevant literature? No, review of literature is short and
inadequate.

Is the theoretical basis clear? No. there is no theoretical basis at all.

Other observations and comments: This paper requires a proper review of literature, and a theoretical
framework.




ISVS e-journal

Research Methodology

Has the research employed sound methods? Reasonably clear. Separate the different activities and explain
Are the details of the research techniques and tools clearly explained? Need to be clarified.

Are the details sufficient (case study introductions etc)? Reasonable. However, methods of observations
need to be explained.

4. Other observations and comments

It must be systematically explained: each step with details.

Sl

Findings

1. Are the findings clearly presented? Yes, reasonably clear. However, it is written like an essay. Not adequate
references to where the data came from. Cite the observations.

2. Have the sources of data acknowledged? Very few. This is a serious issue in this paper. Although research
methodology says observations were done, there is no clear data.

3. Are there data resulting from the method explained before? Not many. Few sources of literature have been
cited.

4. Other observations and comments: Statements in the findings must be acknowledged as to where the
information came from. Otherwise, it looks like fiction.

Analysis and Conclusion

1. Is there a sound analysis? Somewhat, but not clear

2. Has the analysis led to meaningful conclusions? Whose interpretations are these meanings? Not clear.

3. Do the analysis and the conclusions relate well to the research issues? Conclusions are reasonably good.
However, the problems must be clearly listed and explained. Do not express personal opinions and
especially, about policies. This has not been examined.

4. Does it have recommendations to address to issue: There is no evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses.

5. Other observations and comments: This paper has formatting issue. Follow the template. Remove the spaces
between the paragraphs. Figures must be titled with Fig. and not Figures. Tables and Figures need sources
acknowledged. Table text must be 10-point Ariel Narrow and not 11. There should be no italicized sub titles. Dance
image annotations are not clear. Produce larger images. However, make sure that the file size does not exceed 1MB.
Do not do what you like. Follow the template. References must be according to the template: remove the dot after the
bracket. Remove comma before &. Replace all ‘and’ with &. Volume numbers and page numbers are needed for the
journals.

6. QUALITY ASSESSMENT

Follows appropriate ethical guidelines: yes [ \ ] nol[]

comments:

Has redundant and / or unnecessary parts: yes[] no | V]

comments:

Has any lack of argumentation, i.e. some parts could be strengthened such that the
paper is anticipated better by the ISVS audience: Yes[ V] no[ ]

comments: Argument flows reasonably well.
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Has correct citations using the Harvard style Yes [V] no[]
comments: yes.

Spelling, grammar and the use of the language is satisfactory Yes [] no [V]
comments: Sometimes long sentences. Arguments are not clear.

The list of references is well composed with correct details Yes [V] no []. Al the
references need to be revised. Vol. and pp. are missing. Some of the in-text references do not have the comma
between the author and the year. Please pay attention to details.

comments: Issues exist. Follow the ISVS e-journal template.

Final Decision

1. Accepted [ ]
2. Accepted with minor revisions [ ]

3. Reconsider after major revisions [\/]
4. Rejected [ ]

Summary of the overall observations of the paper: This paper examines an interesting issue of
problems and potentials of promoting vernacular heritage to regain cultural identity of historic cities in Bahrain. There is no
proper literature review. Theoretical basis is poor. Findings need evidence. Conclusions need strengthening. Please
produce a list. Title says ‘Problems and Potentials of Promoting Vernacular Heritage to Regain Cultural Identity of Historic
Cities”. However, no potentials were revealed. References must be re-checked.

Reviewer 3

Problems and Potentials of Promoting Vernacular Heritage to Regain Cultural
Identity of Historic Cities: Insights from Bahrain

A Review
The preservation and revitalization of vernacular heritage in rapidly urbanizing contexts is a pertinent and timely
inquiry, given the global challenges of cultural erosion in the face of modernization. This paper aspires to contribute to this
dialogue within the context of Bahrain, a nation undergoing swift transformation.

Overview

The submission explores the tension between modernization and heritage preservation in Bahrain's historic
cities, specifically focusing on Manama and Muharraq. Utilizing qualitative research methods, the authors analyze how
cultural identity can be sustained amidst rapid urban development. The paper argues for a multifaceted approach
integrating restoration, functional rehabilitation, and new developments, emphasizing stakeholder involvement and policy
measures that balance short-term needs and long-term strategies. Implicitly, the work assumes that cultural heritage is not
only a preservable artifact but a living influence critical to urban identity and planning.

Relevant References

Including a clear literature review helps reviewers quickly see what's new and why it matters, which can speed up the
review and improve acceptance chances. The following references were selected because they relate closely to the topics
and ideas in your submission. They may provide helpful context, illustrate similar methods, or point to recent
developments that can strengthen how your work is positioned within the existing literature.
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1. El-Masri, Sami. Architectural Heritage & Urban Identity between Nostalgia & Reality the Case of Bahrain.
2010, http://dL.lib.mrt.ac.lk/bitstream/123/8386/1/39.pdf.

2. Shah, Ayesha Aga. “Relevance of Authenticity in the Revival of Heritage Buildings in Cities: Insights from
Bahrain.” Cities People Places An International Journal on Urban Environments, Sri Lanka Journals Online, 2019,
doi:10.4038/cpp.v4i1.42.

3. Mazzetto, Silvia. “Heritage Restoration as a Tool to Promote Architectural Identity in the Gulf Regions.”
Preservation, Digital Technology & Culture, De Gruyter, 2018, doi:10.1515/pdtc-2017-0015.

4. Alraouf, Ali A. “Regenerating Urban Traditions in Bahrain. Learning from Bab-Al-Bahrain: the Authentic Fake.”
Journal of Tourism and Cultural Change, Taylor & Francis, 2010, doi:10.1080/14766825.2010.490587.

5. Lamzah, Assia. Urban Gentrification and Its Impacts on Urban and Architectural Heritage Appropriation:
Marrakesh Medina. 2020, https://revues.imist.ma/index.php/AMJAU/article/download/23902/12706.

6. Naseeb, Haifa Tawfeeq, et al. “Elevating Cultural Preservation Projects into Urban Regeneration: A Case Study
of Bahrain’s Pearling Trail.” Sustainability, Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute, 2021,
doi:10.3390/su13126629.

7. Fibiger, Thomas. “Heritage Erasure and Heritage Transformation: How Heritage Is Created by Destruction in
Bahrain.” International Journal of Heritage Studies, Taylor & Francis, 2014, doi:10.1080/13527258.2014.930064.

8. Boussaa, Djamel. “Rehabilitation as a Catalyst of Sustaining a Living Heritage: The Case of Souk Wagif in Doha,
Qatar.” Art and Design Review, Scientific Research Publishing, 2014, doi:10.4236/adr.2014.23008.

9. Al-Madani, Wafa, and Clare Rishbeth. “Public Open Spaces in Bahrain: Connecting Migrants and Urban Heritage
in a Transcultural City.” The Urban Book Series, Springer International Publishing, 2019, doi:10.1007/978-3-030-
22762-3_2.

10. Rabady, Rama Al. “Place-Based Heritage Regeneration in Madaba, Jordan.” Journal of Tourism and Cultural
Change, Taylor & Francis, 2010, doi:10.1080/14766825.2010.521247.

Strengths

The paper presents an insightful and thorough examination of the intersection between heritage conservation and
urban development, particularly in the context of Bahrain. One of its key strengths is the depth of its qualitative research,
which benefits from the authors' intimate familiarity with the local context. The combination of lived experiences and
comprehensive document analysis enriches its findings, providing an authentic and nuanced perspective. Furthermore, the
discussion on balancing short-term and long-term solutions thoughtfully highlights the complexity of urban development
processes, offering a holistic view that underscores the importance of integrated policy measures.
Major Comments

Methodology

The methodology section could benefit from a more structured presentation. While participant observations and
document analysis are appropriate for exploring the context, further clarity on how these methods are systematically
applied would enhance transparency. Details on participant selection criteria, the scope of document analysis, and the
methods of triangulating findings would bolster the work's credibility.

Theoretical Framework

The paper sketches a broad theoretical framework for cultural heritage but could deepen its engagement with
specific identity formation theories. Integrating more contemporary debates on cultural authenticity or hybrid identities
might offer additional layers of insight and underscore the paper's originality.
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Minor Comments

Figures and Diagrams

The use of diagrams or visual aids to illustrate urban transformations or stakeholder networks could enhance
understanding and engagement. Incorporating such elements would allow readers to visualize the complex relationships
and changes discussed.

Glossary Placement
With numerous technical terms and concepts, a glossary or definition list early in the document could aid readers
unfamiliar with regional specificities or theoretical terms. This addition would improve accessibility and comprehension.

Reviewer Commentary

The submission provides a vital commentary on the dynamic interplay between global modernity and local
heritage in Bahrain, an increasingly common challenge faced by metropolitan centers worldwide. It raises pertinent ethical
questions about whose voices are included in development conversations and how cultural heritage can act as a bridge
rather than a barrier in modern societies. The work has the potential to inspire interdisciplinary coalitions between urban
planners, cultural geographers, and social policymakers to constructively negotiate the pace and nature of urbanization.
Summary Assessment

Overall, this work exemplifies a thoughtful consideration of how vernacular heritage can inform modern urban
identity. It contributes a critical case study to the ongoing conversation about urban transformation and heritage
preservation, potentially serving as a guide for policymakers and urban planners in similar contexts. The integration of
rigorous, localized insights with broader theoretical discussions marks a significant intellectual contribution, furthering
debates on how to reconcile the tensions between heritage conservation and urban modernization in rapidly developing
regions.

In conclusion, the manuscript offers a compelling narrative on Bahrain's urban challenges and opportunities,
though careful attention to methodological transparency and theoretical precision could further amplify its impact.
However, it needs major revisions to make the argument meaningfully.

FINAL DECISION: Major Revision and Resubmit




