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Compiled from Two Reviews 

Please use this number to identify the revision. 
 

Title of paper: Integrating Vernacular Designs of Mashrabiyas to Promote Sustainable 
Architecture: Insights from an experiment in Egypt 
 

General 
This paper examines an issue related to vernacular practices and their relevance in the modern world. The paper is 
reasonably well written.  However, it has some issues that need to be resolved,  
 

Language: Language is reasonably good. However, the line or argument is not built up well; sometimes, there is a repletion 
and sometimes the paragraphs are not separated appropriately. Please note that when the idea being discussed changes, 
a new paragraph must be initiated. Please also pay attention to appropriate use of definite and indefinite articles. Use 
commas and full stops appropriately. Write short and meaningful sentences, instead of long ones combining many ideas. 
More critically, the system of citation is problematic. Please use only the Harvard system and follow the format. This paer 
mixes up numbering [1] and author date system. This is not acceptable. When using the author date system, initials of the 
authors should not be mentioned.  
Figs must have meaningful titles and sources acknowledged. Fig. 3 titled  This diagram was created using the rabbit 
research site is a meaningless title. Say wat this diagram shows. 
 
Do not place images within large boxes such as all the mashrabiyas in ‘mashrabiya parameters’. They must have a title and 
a Fig number. 
 
Formatting: This paper has serious issues of formatting. Use Times New Roman font throughout. 12 points for the sub 
titles and 11 points for the text. There should be a space between a sub title and a paragraph before it always. Lines saces 
must be always single. Too many issues to mention here. Please use the ISVS e-journal template to the last dot. 
 

Abstract 
Abstract is reasonably written well. However, it has issues. First, do not have sub titles. Contents have some issues. First 
paragraph must introduce the issue and say what is investigated (not the aim). Second paragraph must be about the 
research methods and the third paragraph must be about the conclusions. Do not produce sub titles in abstracts, and treat it 
like a research proposal. There is no need to say what the limitations are, originality and social implications. This is not a 
research proposal. This is a summary of the research paper.  
 

Paper 
1. The introduction: Introduction is written reasonably well, but it turns out to be a collection of references. Its line of 

argument is poor. It should introduce the issue. Say what exactly is the issue this paper examines. Currently it attempts to 
establish how good the mashrabiyas are ( that is needed) but the issue is that they are not incorporated into modern 
architecture and have been neglected, when the potential exists. Conclude the introduction with statements about the 
aims and the objectives. Please note that aims are noble, unmeasurable, long term, almost impossible to fully achieve 
expectations while objectives are practice, measurable, short term, achievable intentions. This paper has neither aims nor 
objectives. Please list the objectives at the end of the introduction and stop. Currently, it makes statements but does not 
end. It just abruptly abandons these statements. 

 
After the introduction, following must be produced, in that order. 

 
2. Theoretical Framework: This paper must present a theoretical discussion about sustainability, thermal and daylighting 

illuminance and other theoretical notions explored in this paper. A theoretical framework must be produced employing the 
voice of the authors with statement such as ‘according to Godman (1999), or Lawarence (2000) argues, instead of the 
author making statements and putting references within brackets. The author of this paper cannot theorize because she 
/he is not a theoretician. 
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3. Review of Literature: Reasonably well done, although it comes after the methodology. This is the wrong order. A review 

of literature should discuss the major research that have examined these issues previously, to show the status of current 
knowledge. The issue here is integrating vernacular designs of generating thermal comfort in the pursuit of sustainability 
in modern architecture.  

 
4. A review of literature must be produced employing the voice of the authors with statement such as ‘according to Oliver 

(1999), or Rapoprt (2000) points out, instead of the authors making statements and putting references within brackets. It 
should be a ‘critical review’. Please see ‘how to write a review of literature’ in the ISVS e-journal web site and follow suit. 
Write in the present tense because it discusses current knowledge. Sum up at the end and show what is the status of 
current knowledge and where the gaps of that knowledge is. 12-15 references are needed. Currently, many authors are 
cited in a wrong manner. When the author cited is the subject of the sentence, it should not be within brackets. For 
example, “( Alothman and Akçay 2017) highlight the misapplication of the Mashrabiya’s aesthetics and functions in 
modern architecture, underscoring the need for informed design approaches” must be written as “Alothman and Akçay 
(2017) highlight the misapplication of the Mashrabiya’s aesthetics and functions in modern architecture, underscoring the 
need for informed design approaches” 

5. Research Methodology: Methodology is not explained well and must come after the review of literature.  This research 
employs an experimental case study. Case studies are a qualitative method, and this must be mentioned after which, all 
the data gathering and experimental techniques employed must be listed and each must be explained in detail.  There 
are reasonable details already there. 

       Say what was employed (use present tense nevertheless). First the method (Experimental Case studies) then the data 
gathering and testing techniques. List them first and explain how each was carried out. with full details. They must be 
explained in such a way that another independent researcher can repeat them and see if they will get the same results. 
That is the test of science.  

 
6. Case studies: Before the findings, introduce the case studies and where the experiment was conducted and where 

the outcomes were observed and locations where research were conducted. Provide location plans. Providing general 
descriptions. Weather file must be part of the Case study data. 

7. Findings: Findings are reasonably well presented. However, produce the data first analysis of data afterwards. Explain 
how the material variations were done and what the outcomes were. 

Then explain how the  adjustment of mashrabiya size was done and what the outcomes were. 

Then explain how the inclination angle was modified and what the outcomes were. 

Then explain overall performance evaluation and the comparison. 

Currently, these are not presented well. 

Do not make statements such as “The test will carry to evaluate Provide a summary of these findings, at the end.”. This 
research has been done and ‘will’ cannot be used. 

Tables must have titles above the table. 

Figures must have titles below. All of them must have sources acknowledged. Use the template: 10 point Times New 
Roman. Centered. No bold. 

Remove all colors from the tables.  

8. Discussion: Please discuss the findings of this research with other research that have examined the same issue if any. 
Discuss what the numbers mean and what their implications are. 

9. Conclusions: Poor. List the conclusions separately. Saying ‘highlight’ is not a conclusion of a research. Say what 
does this research prove or disprove. Please discuss the strengths and weaknesses after the conclusions. 

10. References: references are poorly done. They should not be numbered. Should be 11 points Times New Roman. 
Year is in the wrong place bold. Use Harvard system as per the template. Do not use all capitals. There should e np 
spaces between each reference. Second line must be indented from the left. Too many issues. 
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Some of the page numbers are missing. Volume numbers and page numbers must have Vol. and PP. Use pp. 
always. Books do not require page numbers. Pay attention to details and be consistent. Follow the template to the last 
dot. Use ‘&’ instead of ‘and’ between authors. 

 

Final Decision: Accept after the Revisions 
 

Summary of the overall observations of the paper:  
This is a very valuable paper that makes a significant contribution to knowledge about the issue of 

employing traditional techniques and especially the possibility of integrating modified versions of mashrabiyas in 
contemporary architecture design in the pursuit of sustainability. It examines a number of case studies with 
various parameters modified to ascertain the potential outcomes. However, it needs revisions to bring the 
argument to be cohesive supported by clear findings. Introduce a theoretical framework, refine the review of 
literature and the research methodology and place them at the appropriate locations to construct a proper line of 
argument. Re-organise the findings to be meaningful and to show the outcomes of the variations experimented 
with. 

Strengthen the conclusion with specific conclusions related to the findings related to the two case studies. 
At the end, discuss the strengths, weaknesses and limitations of this research. Re-examine and reproduce the 
references to be compatible with the ISVS e-journal template.  

Use the title proposed here which makes more sense. 
 


