
[Type here] 
 

[Type here] 
 

 
 
 

ISVS e-journal  
Journal of the International Society for the Study of Vernacular Settlements 

2024 
 

 
Editor-in-Chief 

Dr. Ranjith Dayaratne, 

e-mail: editor@isvshome.com 

 

Page | 1 

  
 
 

Review Report ISVSej_11.10.11_Nishan 
Compiled from Two Reviews 

Please use this number to identify the revision. 
 

Title of paper: Associations with Traditional Elite Architecture and Periodic Changes 
Manifested in Geoffrey Bawa’s Domestic Projects for the Post-colonial Elites in Ceylon:  
A Phenomenological Perspective 
 

General 
This paper examines an issue related to vernacular traditional practices and their manifestations in the modern world. The 
paper is well written.  However, it has some issues that need to be resolved,  
 

Language: Language is good. However, please pay attention to appropriate use of definite and indefinite articles. Do not 
write sentences in future tense using ‘will.’ Use commas and full stops appropriately. Write short and meaningful sentences, 
instead of long ones combining many ideas. Construct an argument through the paper from the introduction to the 
conclusion, that is implied by the title. 
 
Formatting: There are many issues. Use Times New Roman throughout the paper. Sub titles at 12 and text at 11. The 
abstract must not be italicized. It must be indented from both sides. Sub Titles must be left justified. All first letters capital 
except ‘the’ and ‘a.’ Sub titles must not be italicized. There should be a space between a sub title and a paragraph before it 
always but not between and the paragraph below. Table font must be 10 point ariel narrow. Table titles must be Table 0X: 
place centre top.Too many issues exist. Please use the ISVS e-journal template to the last dot. 
 

Abstract 
Abstract is reasonably written poorly. Contents have some issues. Don’t say that ‘being a hot topic’ is a justification to study. 
First paragraph must introduce the issue seriously and say what is investigated afterwards. Second paragraph must be 
about the research methods and the third paragraph must be about the conclusions. Do not use acronyms in abstracts. 
 

Paper 
1. The introduction: Introduction is written well. It should introduce the issue and its background first, which is done. 

Then it should say what exactly this paper examines and conclude with statements about the aims and objectives. 
Aim first. Then list the objectives starting with ‘To’. Please note that aims are noble, unmeasurable, long term, almost 
impossible-to-fully-achieve expectations while objectives are practical, measurable, short term, achievable intentions. 
End the introduction with aims and objectives (listed). Say nothing afterwards.  

 
2. Theoretical Framework: Well done. It defines elitism and offers a good critical theoretical discussion. 

 
3. Review of Literature: Well done. A review of literature should discuss the major research that have examined this issue 

previously, to show the status of current knowledge. The issue here is the associations architects construct with the 
traditional elite architecture of their culture. A review of literature must be produced employing the voice of the authors 
with statement such as ‘according to Oliver (1999), or Rapoprt (2000) points out, instead of the authors making 
statements and putting references within brackets. It should be a ‘critical review’. This is being well done, however, write 
direct statements instead of passive voice.  For example,  ‘The architects’ role in the aforesaid search is outlined by Pieris’ 
should be written as ‘Pieris (2021) outlines the architects’ role.’  

 

4. Research Methodology: There is an extensive discussion but the methodology. However, instead of ‘By employing a 
qualitative research methodology, the study takes up three CS as the research strategy’  say that the study employs a 
qualitative research methodology. It examines three case studies. Within the case studies, all the data gathering 
techniques employed (observations/information/images/interviews) must be listed and each must be explained in detail.  
There is some detail already here, but inadequate but produce them in a list with descriptions. For example, what were 
the basis if selecting the respondents? Criteria for selecting the case studies is clear. 
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       Say what was employed (use present tense nevertheless). First the method (Qualitative Case studies) then the data 

gathering techniques. Strangely, although the title mention a ‘phenomenological study, it is not even mentioned under 
methods and there is no indication that such a method was employed systematically. All the techniques must be 
explained in such a way that another independent researcher can repeat them and see if they will get the same results. 
That is the test of science.  

 
5. Case study: Before the findings, introduce the case studies and where they exists Provide location plans and general 

descriptions 

6. Findings: There is a confusion about the findings. First, this paper does not have a sub title called findings. Findings 
must begin from  ‘Analysis of the Selected Case Studies.’ They are reasonably well presented. However, produce the 
sources of data in the analysis of data. Although in-depth interviews and documents have been mentioned as data 
gathering techniques, there is no data from the interviews and document studies. Currently, findings are discussed but 
does not show clearly, if and how elite associations have influence the design of the houses. Produce this interim 
conclusion or the finding after each table. This must be done for each case study first. The summary of these findings 
exist in the Table 5 at the end. 

7. Discussion: Please discuss the findings of this research with other research that have examined the same issue if any. 

8. Conclusions: Reasonably well done. However, avoid poor statements such as ‘Through these objectives, this study 
contributes to.’ It should be ‘through these findings’ List the specific conclusions about how the three case studies 
demonstrate the traditional elite associations. Traditional is missing as the paper progresses. Please discuss the 
strengths and weaknesses after the conclusions. 

9. References: References are reasonably well done. Some of the page numbers are missing. Use pp. always. Books 
do not require page numbers. Pay attention to details and be consistent. Follow the template to the last dot. Use ‘&’ 
instead of ‘and’ between authors. 

 

Final Decision: Accept after the Revisions 
 

Summary of the overall observations of the paper:  
This is a very valuable paper that makes a significant contribution to knowledge about the ways in 

which celebrated architects have associated and produced culturally rich architectural gestures found in 
traditional architecture. In this case, the elite.  However, it needs revisions to bring the argument to be 
cohesive supported by clear findings. Systematically present the research methodology making the 
process clear and how this is phenomenological. 

Strengthen the conclusion with specific conclusions related to elite associations and to each case 
study. A general conclusion can be derived afterwards. List them. At the end, discuss the strengths, 
weaknesses and limitations of this research. Re-examine the references to be compatible with the ISVS e-
journal template, to be precise and consistent. Use the revised title: 

 

Associations with Traditional Elite Architecture and Periodic Changes Manifested 
in Geoffrey Bawa’s Domestic Projects for the Post-colonial Elites in Ceylon: A 

Phenomenological Perspective 
 


